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A Christmas Carol is one among other fascinating novellas that have been in existence for an extended period. Charles Dickens wrote a Christmas Carol. This novella was first published by Chapman and Hall and illustrated later on by John Leech in 1843. A Christmas Carol is mainly based on an account of the story of the protagonist Ebenezer Scrooge. Scrooge is described as a miser who encounters several spirits, including Jacob Marley, who was his business partner. Scrooge also comes across the spirit of Christmas in the form of past, present, and future. A Christmas Carol was written in the times of British exploration. During these times, the British were mainly analyzing Christmas traditions to determine various issues that revolve around this phenomenon. Charles Dickens was mainly influenced by his experiences when writing this novella. His writing was inspired by the experience gained from the streets, specifically how the poor were treated, the selfishness of the rich people, and the nature of the sympathy in society, among other variables. A Christmas Carol is a unique novella based on the author’s strategies. For instance, Dickens divided this book into various sections known as staves. This novella encompasses several core themes. Some of these themes include Christmas, social justice, and redemption. All of these themes are developed by Scrooge throughout the novella. Redemption is a fundamental theme in this novella since it cuts across various staves. The term redemption refers to the process through which a person is transformed from one state to another. For instance, a sinful person can be redeemed from any bad deeds. A Christmas Carol suggests that true redemption can only be achieved when a person admits the consequences of any mistake he or she committed in the past. The author clearly described several issues that surround Scrooge's pathway to redemption. Charles Dicken’s A Christmas Carol demonstrates the path toward redemption by describing how Scrooge passed various stages such as miserly, seeing his mistakes, and self-redemption. 
Miserable and Miserly
The author begins this novella by highlighting several instances of miserly as developed by Scrooge. Scrooge is described as a mean character (Harrison 263). It is apparent that he hates all issues that revolve around Christmas. One of these issues is the reunion by various family members. It is a tradition that various family members come together during Christmas. Contrary, Scrooge is against such acts. He is not willing to spend time with the family members citing that it is a waste of time. Scrooge prefers using this time to make money rather than celebrating Christmas with the family. It means that Scrooge’s main motive in life is to make money and prosper financially (Fruhauff 6). The above statements also depict Scrooge as a busy worker who is interested in making more money rather than associating himself with things that are not lucrative. Therefore, to him, Christmas should not be regarded as a holiday. It is surprising that Scrooge does not even want to hear Christmas greetings, Merry Christmas! Scrooge’s behavior can also be analyzed using the concept of attachment. Attachment disorder is a condition that is characterized by variables such as difficulties in establishing a relationship with caregivers and other individuals. 
Following several revisions, DSM-5 (APA, 2013) describes RAD as, exclusively, a pattern of inhibited attachment disordered behavior (IADB), one characterized by difficulty in establishing an attachment relationship with a primary caregiver, including rarely or minimally desiring contact with and seeking comfort from a specific – and preferred – attachment figure. (Corval et al. 599). 
The above quote coincides with Scrooge’s behavior. It is clear that Scrooge lacks a stronger attachment with his family members. He lacks strong bonds with these individuals because all of his attention shifted towards work and income. In most cases, individuals with secure attachments will always feel free to join others in varied activities. Therefore, Scrooge’s actions prove that he has an insecure attachment with his family members since he failed to join them for the Christmas dinner.
Stinginess is another issue that marks Scrooge’s character. The novella shows that Scrooge cannot give away his earned money for free (Harrison 267). He is not a supporter of the charity. Scrooge prefers using his money alone rather than helping other people who are in dire need. His spending habit is also known. For instance, he is perceived as a miser who does not want to spend his money. He prefers keeping his money rather than spending it on valueless adventures. Scrooge is quite careful with anything related to donations. He makes a lot of inquiries before giving out a donation. He believes that the government should be more responsible in addressing the needs of the people in the country. He is reluctant to participate in charities because the government does the same. Scrooge says that he cannot address the needs of the idle people in society. All these imply that he is a person with a stingy personality. He argues that he does not care whether the donations made are given to the poor or not.
Scrooge is also characterized as a strict person. The novella shows that Scrooge is quite strict with his duties. The book indicates that it is very hard to change Scrooge's opinions. For instance, he rejects his clerk’s suggestion of coming home early since it is Christmas. Scrooge argues that his clerk only aims at going home early because he wants to sleep. It means that Scrooge is not willing to give his employees time to attend Christmas night celebrations with their families. 
Seeing the Error and Transforming
Scrooge's behaviors changed drastically after meeting the three Christmas spirits and Marley Ghost. The Ghost and the spirits reveal to him how bad his behaviors were, thus the need to change (Hancock 758). Scrooge admits his mistakes after encountering these supernatural beings. Scrooge becomes generous after the end of the journey with the Ghost and the spirits. Scrooge promises them that he will try to change his bad behaviors following all the experiences he acquired in the journey. He is now motivated to become a better person. Scrooge is now willing to share his belongings with the people in need. It is evident that Scrooge is extrinsically motivated because he wants to pursue righteousness to avoid punishment. The other aspect that shows that Scrooge has changed is that he is now close to the housemaids. He is trying as much as possible to show his gratitude hence acting like a child. He is now happy, unlike before. Meeting the Ghost was a big deal in Scrooge's life. Another act of kindness emerged when Scrooge share the little he had with a child who wanted to rent his services. For instance, he was willing to give a turkey to the boy and Bob Cratchit. 
Furthermore, this is a motif that reappears at various points throughout the text, from the pleasure of a goose dinner for the Cratchits to the joy when the redeemed Scrooge is able to 2016 What Inspires the Academy: Book Reviews and Beyond 761 demonstrate his care for his clerk through the purchase of the big “prize” turkey on what is now his fourth Christmas Day of the season. In part, therefore, Scrooge’s redemption is brought about through a willingness to engage not simply in his relatively isolated practice of usury, albeit more benevolently, but to fully commit to the ideal of market commodity exchange as a means by which he may once again enter the social sphere (Hancock 761-762).  
He also challenged the boy to double it if he comes in five minutes. Scrooge also gives his clerk a turkey as a way of saying sorry for all the bad he has committed (Harrison 264). He is also sorry for the fact that he made his clerk work overtime. Scrooge now tries to be brave as he addresses the past injustices. Also, Scrooge is now sociable since he is a friend with many people, unlike before.    
In summary, Charles Dicken's A Christmas Carol demonstrates the path toward redemption by describing how Scrooge passed various stages such as miserly, seeing his mistakes, and self-redemption. This essay shows that change is inevitable. It is clear that a character is learned, and it can be changed based on human effort. Therefore, all human beings should try as much as possible to help people in need. 
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